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Digital video: Introduction to Ornithologist Chris Davey: 

 

Watch the video: https://youtu.be/zaKOYy_dLqU 

Chris Davey is a well-respected local Canberra bird enthusiast having completed many 
research projects within the Australian Capital Territory.  

Question 1: Define the role of an ornithologist and outline the primary responsibilities 
associated with this profession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2: Which bird did Tribila commission Chris Davey to research and document, 
and what is one significant finding presented in the video above? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/zaKOYy_dLqU
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Video.jpg
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Chris Davey research documentation:  

  

 
Question 3: What is the preferred habitat for the Eastern Rosella? 
 
 

Eastern Rosella  

The Eastern Rosella is endemic to south-eastern 
Australia, ranging from Maryborough in the north to 
Victoria and as far west as Adelaide. Also occurs in 
Tasmania and introduced to New Zealand. 

The preferred habitat is open woodland and lightly 
wooded grassland and is not a bird of the forests. 

Difficult to identify males from females but the latter has a 
white strip on the underwing which can be seen in flight. 
The young of the year, irrespective of sex, have a double 
white stripe on the underwing and their feathering is not 
so bright. 

Species of Rosella and their colouring 

There are 3 species of white-cheeked Rosella (Eastern 
Rosella, Pale-headed Rosella and Northern Rosella); the 
Western Rosella has a yellow cheek patch whilst the 
Crimson and the Green Rosella have a blue cheek patch.  

There are 3 sub-species of the Eastern Rosella (Tasmanian 
Eastern Rosella, Golden-mantled Eastern Rosella and 
South-eastern Eastern Rosella) which can be told apart 
from their location and by their size and amount of red on 
the breast.  

The Eastern Rosella can occasionally hybridise with the 
Pale-headed Rosella and the Crimson Rosella. In the case 
of the Crimson Rosella all known hybrid pairs are of male 
Crimson and female Eastern Rosella.  

The Eastern Rosella is also known to occasionally 
hybridise with other parrot species. See list for the 
presently recognised species and sub-species of Rosella. 
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List of the Rosella species and sub-species 
Eastern Rosella 
 

Crimson Rosella 
 

Pale-headed Rosella 
 

Tasmanian Eastern Rosella 
 

South-eastern Crimson 
Rosella 
 

Cape York Pale-headed 
Rosella 
 

Golden-mantled Rosella 
 

 
Yellow Rosella 
 

Southern Pale-headed 
Rosella 
 

South-east Eastern 
Rosella 
 

Fleurieu Peninsula 
Crimson Rosella 
 

Northern Rosella 
 

Green Rosella 
 

Kangaroo Island Crimson 
Rosella 
 

Kimberley Northern 
Rosella 
 

King Island Green Rosella 
 

Wet Tropics Crimson 
Rosella 
 

Top End Northern Rosella 
 

Tasmanian Green Rosella 
 

Flinders Ranges Crimson 
Rosella 
 

Western Rosella 
 
South-west Western 
Rosella 
 
Inland Western Rosella 
 

 

Question 4: How many species of white-cheeked Rosella are there? 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 5: The Eastern Rosella can occasionally hybridise with what other species 
of Rosella? 
 
 
 
Question 6: Explain the colour differences between an Eastern Rosella and a 
Crimson Rosella 
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Courtship with the Rosella 
Courtship display is usually initiated by the male by drooping wings, tail wagging and 
chattering quietly, often performed on the ground. Males will feed females just prior to 
egg laying, throughout incubation and after the chick’s hatch.  

During incubation females will leave the nest 2-4 times a day to feed with or be fed by 
the male. Young remains together near the nest site after fledging for a few weeks after 
which time the young join other groups of young in the area. 

As with all rosellas, the Eastern breeds in hollow limbs, holes in trees or in stumps, 
fenceposts or occasionally hollow logs lying on the ground. The Eastern Rosella breeds 
between August and January or February but usually between October and November. 
The nest is unlined or lined with wood chips from the nest hollow.  

The average number of eggs laid is between 5 and 6 with eggs laid at 2-day intervals. If a 
clutch is destroyed a replacement clutch is laid within a few days. The incubation period 
is 18-22 days with eggs usually hatching 2 days apart and fledging about 4 weeks later. 
The female is therefore virtually confined to the nest site for up to 2 months.  

Courting for life 

Pairs remain together through the year and from year to year with pair bonds probably 
forming in flocks during the non-breeding season. Although both feed young, only the 
female incubates and then brood the young.  

Feeding by parents will continue for 2-3 weeks after fledging although males will 
continue to feed for up to another 4 weeks. During the breeding season pairs will defend 
an area around the nesting hollow with groups of birds roosting together in the non-
breeding season. 

The Eastern Rosella is seldom kept as an aviary bird because they are common, familiar 
species but it is a popular pet, and hand-reared birds are proficient whistlers. Due to 
their aggressive nature breeding pairs should be kept apart from other pairs. 

The main predators to eggs or fledglings are the Common Starling, Common Myna, 
Sugar Glider, Lace Monitor and Common Brush-tailed Possum. 

 
Class 
Discussion 
Points 

When is the breeding season for Eastern Rosellas? 
What is the average number of eggs laid by Eastern Rosellas? 
How long is the incubation period for Eastern Rosella eggs? 
What are the nesting habits of Eastern Rosellas? 
How do Eastern Rosella parents care for their young after hatching? 
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Tuggeranong Valley 2019 - This landscape, drawn in April 2019, shows the Southside 
suburbs and two bridges crossing Tuggeranong Lake. It predates the high-rise buildings 
built in 2021. 

 

Talk with your classmates about whether Canberra provides a suitable 
habitat for the Rosella and point out the locations you think are most 
favourable. 
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Urban Development and the Rosella 
The Eastern Rosella has benefited from the clearance of forests and the planting of 
trees in grasslands but has suffered from the clearing of open woodlands for farming 
and urban development. 

The species is basically sedentary with some local movement of young birds. If 
conditions are not favourable such as droughts there may be some nomadic 
movement. 

Despite their bright and colourful plumage, the Eastern Rosella can be very difficult to 
see as they perch or feed quietly in a tree, but they have a characterise undulating flap-
flap-glide flight. Because most birds see a wider range of colours than we do the 
Eastern Rosella plumage may appear very different to them than it does to us.  

The food consists of seeds of grasses, shrubs and trees, also fruits, buds, flowers, 
nectar and insects and their larvae. Food is mainly held in the right foot. 

Question 7: What factors have enabled the Eastern Rosella to thrive after forests 
were cleared for new housing developments? 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 8: What environmental disasters could cause the Eastern Rosella to move 
and why?  
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Class Activity  

 

Activity Duration: to be completed over one month 
Time frame: at the same time of every day 
Location: same location everyday 
Instructions: Count the Rosellas in this area and record how 
many are Eastern Rosellas. 
Hint: Each student group has a different location 

Day  Time Rosella Sightings  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 


