First Nations Languages

Throughout the deep time history of Australia, diverse First Nations

groups have been living with and caring for this land. Overtime, each First
Nations group named the animals they formed relationships with.

Each First Nations group speak a different dialect, and therefore the
name would change from one region to another.

The Wiradjuri are the largest Aboriginal group in New South Wales.
Let us look at the Wiradjuri language!

Guwaduyala Echidna

Biladurang Platypus
Maliyan Eagle




English Language

In the early years of the colonisation of Eastern Australia, George Shaw
was a professional naturalist. He with many other colonists were very
iInterested in the new fauna which they encountered.

The most commmon and best known of the Australian animals came into

the hands of George Shaw and he published the first descriptions with
scientific names.

Names chosen where, the platypus, echidna, wombat, rosella and the
black snake. He had also provided the well-known generic name
(Macropus) for the common grey kangaroo.
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