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Relationships with the Eucalyptus species 
Australian plants have provided First Nations people with food, medicine, shelter and 
tools for years. Aboriginal people have an intimate connection to the land and 
waterways, with generations of family groups having a strong relationship with the 
Eucalyptus ecosystem. 

Most plants have a story, song, dance and ceremony associated with them that have 
been developed over deep time with First Nations people who understand the 
importance of the plant. This connection brings a responsibility to care for the animals 
that share the relationship. 

Digital video: Eucalyptus Ecosystem  
Watch the video: https://youtu.be/Mwi2Hs-yqgY 

 

Question 1: Can you describe any connections First Nations people have with 
eucalyptus species? Where did you learn about these relationships, or, if you identify as 
Aboriginal, can you share your own experiences working with this plant? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/Mwi2Hs-yqgY
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Video.jpg
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NAIDOC Ceremony 2017 

Elder Peter Swain- Ngarigo Country, Cooma NSW 

 
 

Smoking ceremonies are a Cultural practice performed by First Nations people to 
produce smoking which has cleansing properties and the ability to ward off negative 
spirits. Each ceremony is unique depending on who is carrying out the Cultural duty and 
what the event may represent. In some First Nations groups, only men can perform a 
smoking ceremony. In 2017 Elder Peter Swain places the Eucalyptus leaves into a 
Coolaman, on top of smouldering old bark and dried leaves he had collected from the 
ground. He begins to explain the cultural reasoning behind using these materials for the 
smoking ceremony he is carrying out. 

Class Discussion 1: Instructions  Notes from discussions that you found 
helpful 

 Review Elder Peter Swain’s 
explanation from 2017 provided above. 
Talk with a partner or group about 
whether a First Nations Cultural worker 
has ever conducted a Smoking Ceremony 
at your school. If so, what genuine 
insights did they share with you? 
 

 

http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Class-Discussion-Symbol.jpg
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Smoking-Ceremony.jpg
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National Parks and Reserves: The Bush Capital 

 

Watch the video: https://youtu.be/5oEppPfyH4w 

Through careful planning and the work of a large team, Australia's capital city, Canberra, 
was designed with mountain ranges bordering its west and south-west sides. These 
ranges serve as habitats for numerous plants and animals, making Canberra closely 
connected to nature. As a result, the city is often affectionately called the Bush Capital. 

 
Red Hill overlooking City- Parliament House 2019 

Canberra’s Red Hill Nature Reserve is placed in a highly significant area making it an 
ideal location for the Tribila artist to draw. 

https://youtu.be/5oEppPfyH4w
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Video.jpg
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Screenshot-2024-12-18-100749.jpg
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Class Discussion 2: Instructions  Notes from discussions that you found 
helpful 

 Explore the landscape 
artwork, circle any familiar images, and 
discuss your observations with a partner 
or group. 
 
 

 

Did you know? 

Red Hill provides a 360`-degree view of the Bushland Capital. It protects one of the 
largest areas of the endangered Yellow Box- Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland in 
Australia. Yellow Box- Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland use to be an abundant 
landscape to see throughout the east side of Australia. Clearing of this woodland has 
created only small patches.  Red Hill provides a high plant diversity of woodland in 
South-eastern Australia. It is home to threatened uncommon plants and animal 
species. Layers of vegetation, trees, hollows, fallen timber, rocks and water all form this 
ecosystem which supports our native wildlife. 

 
Free photo on pixabay  
 

The Scarlet Robin is one of these 
species that can only survive in this 
large woodland which provides logs 
and woody debris making hunting for 
insects an easier task.  
 
The Eastern Grey Kangaroo and the 
endangered Button Wrinklewort daisy 
are included amongst the groups of 
species that take Red Hill as their 
home.  
 
Watch the video on page 4 to view the 
Scarlet Robin. 

 

http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Class-Discussion-Symbol.jpg
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Class Discussion 3: Points  Notes from discussions that you found 

helpful 

  
 

1. Are Eucalyptus species present on 
your school grounds? If so, please 
indicate their locations and 
provide possible reasons for their 
presence. 

 
 

Consider the following points: 
• Have these trees always 

been part of the school's 
landscape? 

• Were they intentionally 
planted by someone? 

 

 

1. Do you have Eucalyptus species 
growing at your home? 
 

 

 
2. Do you know the names of some 

Eucalyptus species? If yes write 
them down.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
3. What animal species do you think 

might rely on Eucalyptus trees?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                

http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Class-Discussion-Symbol.jpg
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Digital video: Koala and Wombat  

   

Watch the video: https://youtu.be/t4cp-2VDyis 
 

The Koala 

Many people know the Koala as the Koala bear with their round bodies, coarse hair and 
distinctive spoon shaped noses. The future of this species is dependent on the 
Eucalyptus forests. Eucalyptus leaves are the main source of a koala’s diet, making this 
a very special species as their digestive systems have adapted to break down the harsh 
leaves that poisonous to many other species. 

 

 
 
Were you aware that the Koala has a 
close relative with a hairy nose? 
 
View the video, write down interesting facts 
you didn't know before, and share your 
findings with a partner or group. 

 

Notes from the video 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/t4cp-2VDyis
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Video.jpg
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Eucalyptus-leaf.jpg
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Species that depend on the Eucalyptus ecosystem 

 
 

Class Discussion 4: points Notes from discussions that you found 
helpful 

  
1. Have you seen the Rosella’s eat 

the fruit of a Eucalyptus tree? 
 
 
 

 

2. Why do you think that only some 
animals can eat the Eucalyptus 
species? 

 

 

3. What would happen if Australia’s 
bushland forests were reduced? 
 

 

4. What sudden geological changes 
and extreme weather events could 
jeopardise this environment? 

 

 

 
 

http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Class-Discussion-Symbol.jpg
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Digital video: Bushfires 

    

Watch the video: https://youtu.be/hIWWIsZB6ro 

Class Discussion 5: points   Notes from discussions that you found 
helpful 

  
 

1. What do you know about the First 
Nations cool burning technique? 
Discuss and write down thoughts.  

 
 

 

2. Does the Australian Capital 
Territory use First Nations cool 
burning methods?  

• How would you verify this? 
• Who is responsible for 

implementing these 
practices? 

 

 

3. What possible preventions of cool 
burning methods may have for 
Canberra if these practices are 
being implemented in the National 
Parks and Reserves?  

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/hIWWIsZB6ro
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Orroral-Former-Geodetic-Observatory.png
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Orroral-Former-Geodetic-Observatory.png
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Video.jpg
http://tribila.com.au/wp-content/uploads/Class-Discussion-Symbol.jpg
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Orroral Valley was a region that was burnt in the ACT 2019/2020 bush fires. It had been a 
region that the Tribila artist visited regularly.  

View the video on page 9 and try to identify the artwork shown below, noting the exact 
second it appears. 

Mins and 
seconds 

 

 

 

 

ACT Orroral Former Geodetic Observatory 


