
 

 

 

 
Echidna Research 

Naturalist A naturalist is a type of biologist who studies the 
impacts of living species on each other and the 
environments in which they live. Naturalism is one 
of the oldest sciences but remains 
relevant today. 

George Shaw George Shaw was considered as a professional 
naturalist in the 1700’s. The typical naturalist will 
spend most of their time in nature rather than in 
labs. 

Activity Create a diary that would resemble George Shaw’s 
research in the era of Australian colonisation when 
he first began to discover animals such as the 
Rosella, Platypus, Echidna, Wombat, Black snake 
and the common grey kangaroo. 

Activity Example 1 Draw a picture of an Echidna with clear vision of 
its front and back feet. Be sure to illustrate the 
correct number of toes and the direction the feet 
are facing.  
 
Complete with arrows and labels so that whoever 
is reading your diary can make out your findings. 

Activity Example 2 If a naturalist studies the natural world as a 
whole and studies each species within its 
environment, as well as how species interact with 
each other, what type of interactions would be 
noted in a visual diary and how could these 
studies assist 
George Shaw in categorising or naming a specific 
type of species? 
 
Draw the Echidna eating ants or with ants crawling 
over the body of the Echidna. 


